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Sights of the
Unusual Kind

Jensingh
r Lecturer in English

: site of the accident whil:h sen

members of the bri
. Raha near Surbh

tery

o gmveunlh lgjlt nl?ﬂﬂﬁ.

-.Sixty-four S i

ves! It was a t unﬁmundﬂ:rwhemermmls

eart-rendin any venly justice in plucking the :

ght whe : Yives of so many people at a time
yodies w ® | comprising mostly of women and _
ken out ith | children. What acruel fate to smother

* entire crowd |
crying their
earts out in
1consolable
grief...

i Bihu festival culminated in a joyous

' was the lead singer. There was a

bt OfR, ¥y, i, swfmem woemfiosos-cens

Viewed from the railway line which is

end?
o ou 51
_ only atastone's throw away from the @lers. nfeeling hooligans and

. the lives of so many innocent people! perspective, everything went wiong for
At Sarupeta, the three day long
| of 19 April.

cultural programme. Tarali Sharma

 extravaganza when tragedy struck not
: faraway atabout 10:30 p.m. The bus
carrying 90 plus passengers had
plunged into the roadside killer pond.

People did help the victims of the

: tragedy. Even the audience rushed to
: the spot, which resulted in the abrupt
: cancellation of the programme.
: However, very few could be saved as
 the pond was deep enough to swallow
 up the whole bus with almost all its
nmates. It took another 12 hours to
| retrieve the bodies from the ill-fated
: bus.

Sixty-four lives! It was a heart-

rending sight when the bodies were
 taken out with the entire crowd crying

; theirhearts out in inconsolable gri @
. Now the question arises—

these people who pc ='.
¢ fateful day des

warped
tumn a blind eye
ven cold-blooded

rok ghbred villains get a chance to

: defend themselves before they are
. brought to book. But the bridal party

. was taken unawares and their lives

were snuffed out before they could

 realize what was wrong. They were
 even denied the shadow of an
 opportunity to surmise that a great
 tragedy was awaiting them.

However, from another

llmbrictalpanyrigi'uﬁmﬂtmmﬁng

There was a heavy downpour early

in the moming, which was probably

- mammoth crowd enjoying the musical ! sent down to make the pond swel




with water. The sides of the narrow
strip of road that skirt the pond became
slushy enough to drag the bus into the
pond. The whole day was blessed with
bright sunshine to fool the party into
thinking that the road was safe enough
to use.

When the evil forces were at work,
there were some sure signs indicating
the impending calamitous accident.
Unfortunately, these signs

The temporary tin shed erected to
host the reception had collapsed in the
morning thus giving a cue of things to
follow.

Some say that the bridegroom had
not fallen prostrate at the feet of elders
to receive their blessings.

The bridal party had set out during
*kalratri’, the most inauspicious time
for undertaking such a journey.

became obvious only afier the
accident. Were the sure signs
an attempt by the good forces
to forestall the tragedy?

I met an inmate of the ill-
fated bus who managed to
escape. He was in the driver’s
cabin along with the
bridegroom and the
bridegroom’s mother. When
the bus plunged into the pond,

... The bridal
party had set
out during

‘kalratri’, the g
most
inauspicious
time for
undertaking}
such a

journey...

they managed to escape

breaking the front glass open.
From firsthand report from those

involved in the accident and from the

relatives of the victims of the tragedy,, [{had'th

I could understand that the,ﬁ;_wgﬁ"

many sure signs of wamning Svhich e |
bridal party had simply i as

anyone on such%won would.
I nﬁ%'uy uperstitious, if

thifig is brushed aside as mere
ons, my faith in God must be

wrong.
The bridegroom'’s ‘time’ was not
ripe enough as Saturn was still in his
‘second house.” Saturn in such a

position guarantees no happy
mamage.

They had even sighted a figure
draped in white sari standing transfixed
in the middle of the road. This, they
say. is the ghost of a young girl who
was strangled to death some years ago
by her jealousy-stung lover in the
wooden backyard of her house near
Kalbari.

As they neared Sarupeta, they saw
a ‘temple bull’ blocking their way for
about five minutes. The *handy man’

we Of%, a4y, f2, Twfermem wwwR 02008 -ond

had to get off the bus
into clearing the way.

However, nothing
the bus headed straig
grave that had beenm
the evil forces for the
this time could not tn
its efforts to save these

Incidentally, the strp
the tragedy occured i
pottar’ und
association
supernatural. B
: that flowed inte

3| moming belongs

Sream nearps
bridge across 8
notorious for §

have been avos
surely remains diffice
these signs and sights
preventive action. Sug
action may also take us
backward.

However, there wess
warning which unforg
unheeded. It might be
territory of extrasensory
superstitious beliefs and
beyond the reaches ¢
understanding. Some m
trash not rooted in scie
be non-believers. Wi
profitable to finetune &
understand these signs &
tragedies of this sortTes
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Human Resource Development as a Ca
for Economic Development of India
An Empirical Analysis

Now a days, human resource :
development is getting increased :

significance in accelerating the _:

rate of growth of a country, :
especially an underdeveloped :
country like India. Indian :
economy is basically an agrarian :
economy. Hence, development of :
our rural economy is of utmost

: : fastening the rate of growth of an

: economy.
Economic growth is basically
: the result of human efforts and
: attitudes. Human beings are
 essential to mobilise capital, to
explmt natural resources for

: establishment of markets and to :
 carry on trade and commerce. The |
importance. Despite the planned :
development process of about five
decades, India has witnessed | — L
asymmetrical development dueto |

which a major portion of | =

population of the country are still i

living below poverty line. Th

N
basic reason behind such a LragK\ # :

picture of Indian Lu:nngml
the rural areas A&
inhabitants

human resources, which has now
been regarded as the key factor for :

. cially® }(rura_l :: L
censtituting a
rtion of them, :; 1

%ninn at the hands of the poilcy
akers, the planners, and the :
administrators. In fact, Indian ; !

economy is still lacking behind in
the context of development of i

ants, ﬁpecluliy
‘the rural ‘poor and
. wumen constituting a

grnportlnn of them,
ave received. anly
—meagre attention ut
the hands of the
poilcy makers, the
~planners, and’ the -
-administrators...

—
: actual rate of growth or the rate

¥ OfF, 425, &, sufenws scesfiQscos-cenl

Dr. Gays
Lecturer in

: formation of a nat
potential for social, &
 political growth cos
power to develop
utilisation of the inne
. of human beings. It
: human r

un:e deve

E most
5 necessary i
v opment of a cous
rud}.r made by World

the

5! : countries of the world
only 16 percent of
: explained by physig

: (Machinery, buildings

5 infra-structure etc.),

: percent comes from na

and no less than 64 pers
: attributed to human

- -—cunsid&rahie~~ bt Capitil.

In view of such a¢

 evidence, the present
| an attempt to provide

- i of human resource ¢

and economic develog
a special reference to
attempt is also made in
 to deal with the basic ir
: economic growth as

: of growth of tangible capital : resource development




major states of India with a view

to make the analysis more fruitful, :

Human resource
development or human capital
formation is a long and continuing
process of contributing to
development of the qualities
embodied in men. It is a process
of increasing knowledge, skills,

capacities, positive, work attitudes :

and values of all people working
at various levels of activities in the
society. It consists of brain power
and is based on the application of
systematic research to
problems of production and of the
best organisation of economic
institutions. Prof, Meier viewed
‘that, "Human capital formation is
the process of acquiring and
incresing the numbers of persons
who have the skills, education, and

he economic and political
development of a country,"
Contrary to this, the term
economic development refers to
the process of improving living
onditions, providing basic
requirements, increasing
productivity and employment
Dpportunities, developing
potentials of resources thro
integration of spatial, ‘
and temporal espects
hal economi

itself is mea s8 without
human resource de¥elopment and
attainment of human resource
idevelopment is impossible

without economic development.
2, the basic determinants of
sconomic development are the

Becs

ormation. Economic

the :

experience, which are critical for : attainment of rapid economic §

: development and human resource
: development are such two :
: concepts that one of them cannot |
. be explained in isolation. Prof,

 Simon Kuznets also viewed that, :

. "The greatest factor in growth of
: output per capital is the increasing
:of stock of tested useful
{ knowledge."

There is no doubt that human
! resource development and
| economic development are linked

| together by the fact that the broad :

: based concept of human resource
: development provides the |
: necessary conditions that enable :
i human beings to contribute to
: economic growth. The capability, |
- efficiency and the ability acquired
i by human being through better :
i education and good health
- facilities are used as a means to the :

| development of an economy. |

¢ Increased investment in human :

resource development or human
capital formation is l.md

: their participation in the process
i of economic development,
resulung in rapid growth of the
: economy as a whole.
It is the human resource
development which can play a
. very pivotal role in the social,
i cultural  and  economic
: development of a region or a
: country. Among all the creations
¢ of God, human being is assumed
. to be the most important and
: precious for economic growth of
a nation. It is only the human
: resource that can increase social
: progress, enhance social wealth,
i develop science and technology. In
short, human resource
; development itself paves the way
for trausfnrmatmn o}

As a result of cont
in human gn¥ire;

: pro ahd/dévelopment of
i nd technology, the

% y of human being to
improve the social environment

time

the Government n!’ a h also increases with the passage of
merely for the nf the : ’
human bm own

et L Ll Ll LT T T T rpr e —

t purely for :
r e rata of growth nf

im :
*  the m;.r But at the same time

100 much emphasis on either
economic growth or only human :
resource development may result
i in imbalance growth in the
: economy. The best examples of
: such imbalance growth oriented :

i economy are Brazil, Nigeria, :
 Pakistan etc. Contrary to this,
: nations like China, Japan etc. have
: devoted a significant proportion of :
growth of knowledge and skill | their investment in improving |

: human capacities and ensured
= R, a3, R, wefaemes s R 0 csscexd

It is worthmentioning that
: human resource development is
the means for economic
i development and not an end itself.

. Because, men in every society or

: ina country not only determine the
. economic pattern of all sorts of
: available resource utilisation, but
i also are themselves the very

i dynamic and essential resource

:nwners Because, it is man who

: provides the required volume of
: labour and skill to plan and

: perform the process of utilisation
of natural resources. Human being

is the beneficiary in the entire



process of resource development and
utilisation, Thus, concepts of human

development are not contradictory,

complementary in nature.

of view of economic development
of a country rather than quantitative :

Population in a country to the extent strategy for

Tesource : development and rural employment

devolopment can enhance the rate of : generation programmes like IRDP,

growth of an economy depends on the NREP, DPAP, SGSY, SISRY, :
. SGRY, PMGY, PMRY, EAS, JRY |
i etc, with a view to increase the

avilable geographical area, age productivity of labour. The basic

composition, occupational structure : purpose of all the successive five |

of working population etc. Well year plans of India is to widen ;

(:psujed deve
trained, healthy, educated, well-fed. people’s choices and !mprmqq‘%}a a long time — whess

well-nourished, and enthusiastic !

: well-being of the
{ emperical study of th :
i plans of India reveals human :

1op m has taken as
“ that people could :
d healthy life, they :

n mej‘incr vertical mobility in life and

i to achieve a decent standard of |
i living for all.

to provid ‘E- to |
mcumuﬁkm' Mysical capital.

use,\the rate of growth of : and India is no exception, reveals :
i that the structure and quality of
¢ growth of various time require more
: attention to human resource
development, :
| generation, poverty reduction and
: long term substantiality. As such, |
| pressures are developing in India !

4o OfF, 4, R, woferem smemsdinscegasmn

to  which human

availability of tangible capital,
abundance of natural resources,

people are highly essential for
increasing the rate of economic

growth of a nation. Thus, qualitative
aspects of population are of great
importance for increasing the rate of

growth an economy.

In the process of e
development of a devalopj B
country like Indig#itis very essential

l & capital in an economy
dep€nds to a considerable extent on
the rate of growth of human capital
formation. Recent studies made by
Schultz, Horbison and Kendrick
pointed out that a large pant of the
growth of the output in USA can be

: attributed to increased producti vity
: which has mainly been the result of :

resource development and economic ¢ human capital formation. Prof.

Galbraith also viewed that, "We :

rather they are more of a nnwgc!lh&Iﬂ.l‘gﬂrpi]ﬂﬂfiﬂduﬂl'iiﬂ;E

: growth not from more capital :

It is to be noted here that | investment, but from investment in

qualitative aspects of populationare | men and improvement brought :

of great importance from the point { about by improved men.”

Since independence, human

: resource development programmes

aspects of population. Of course, high | of India have been heavily devoted

rate of increase in implies increasing  to anticipating and sol ving into its
supply of the basic factor of : high-level man-power problems. :
production and side by side increasing { e Govt. of India had been taking
consumption of goods and services. | sincere initiative in announcing the

various rural }

FaCquire knowledge for having

from various countries of world,

dangers inherent in seven
Again, experience derived |
: India which have lopsids

employment :

i match with human devels

and in other countries¢
reduce the damage cag
development process
reduced problems of g
pollution,  inequ
upemployment. To ove
deficiencies, the Human
Report (1996) su gg
i should follow a pattern ofy
. which should p
Employment generati
Equitable growth, (c) i
growth, (d) Grass-root g
¢ Sustainable growth.
viewed that if such &
development is foste
would be possible to a
development, The
Development Repos
! therefore, has given a
saying that, "The

: economic growth ag
: develop @
: shnw ountry &

gmwth 15 not matched b
in human developme
versa.”

The present scenas
in the context of bringis
between  human
development and
development, also pres
striking contrasts and

Al present, there are sop

of development titl
human resource develos
Rajasthan). Similarly,
some states, which
undertake program
accelerating economic

that it can reap the benefi




human resource development in terms of higher
productivity (e.g. Kerala). Again, the states like Ultar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa etc. are caught in
the vicious circle of low economic growth and low
human development. These states must break this
vicious circle by fostering investment first for
stepping up the rate of growth and later to take up
human development. Of course, these states may move

in alternative way, by stepping up human resource
development which would later put pressure to
accelerate economic growth. Table 1 provides some
interesting insight into the situation of human resource
development and economic growth of various states
of India during a specified period of 1987 to 2001.

Annual
% of lation Infant
jlmhz Rateof |Pelow ﬂ}cpovu'ty of Birth | Death | Mortality l"‘mﬁm
(1990-98) [1987-88|1988-89] ployment [(2001) [(2001){ (2001) fOver-all | Female
1. Punjab 44 132 | 62 | 40 |[216]| 74| 52 | 699 | 636 2
2.Maharashtra | 67 | 404 | 250 | 72 |210| 75| 48 | 773 | 675 E
3. Haryana 4.0 166 | 87 | 48 |[269| 75| 67 | 686 | 563 %'
]
4. Gujrat 7.9 315 | 141 | 46 |[252] 75| 62 | 700 | 586
S.WestBengal | 67 | 447 | 270 | 150 [207 | 70| 51 | 692 6@% F]
3
6. Kamataka 60 | 375 | 200 | 46 |220] 78| 57 qﬁ?.s g E
7. Kerala 5.8 318 | 127 | 210 [ 179 | 64 799 | 87.9 EE
—
8. TamilNadu | 56 | 434 [ 211 [ 18 |1 @9., 51 | 135 | 645 g 54
[9. Andhra 6.3 25.9 [ 82 | 6 | 611 | 512 EE
[Pradesh |
10. Madhya 4.1 43.1 314 | 103 | 87 64.1 | 503 Em
Pradesh g =
11. Assam 33 % | 361 | 83 [269|96| 75 [ 643 |560| =T
[-]
12. Uttar «415 | 312 | 41 |328|103| 83 | 574 | 430 E
Pradesh 8
13. Orissa 4.7 556 | 471 [ 73 |243[105| 9 | 636 | 510 | %
4. Rajasthan 40 | 352 | 153 | 31 |314| 85| 79 | 610 | 443 %
=
¥ ]
15. Bihar 0.6 521 | 425 | 73 |319| 88| 62 | 475 | 336
All India 5.5 389 | 261 | 73 258 85| 68 | 654 | 542

43 DR, %y, A, sofomen unensfio iocs-conf



"Human Develupment
Index of India" has
risen gradually from
0.406 in 1975 to 0.510
in 1990 and stands at
0.590 in 2001. But,
India still has miles to

go...
Source ; (a) Ruddar Datt.
Economic Reforms in India (2002)
(b) Census of India, 2001,
Provisional Population Totals.
(¢) Indian Economy, Ruddar
Datt. and K.PM. Sundaram.

Table 1 reveals that Kerala is égmwth and human resource :

such a state which indicates lower :

economic growth with higher human

resource development. The birth rate

(3) Mutu depréssing
: growth a n)resource

: Until and unless India bring

of Kerala reached a low rate of 18
per 1,000 in 2001 which is far better
than developed economics of the
world. Female literacy rate of lhis state

percent. Again,

5.8 pe
1998,

It is again clear from table 1 that :

the state of Rajasthan is moving up on
the road of economic growth, but is
miserably lagging on the road to
human resource development.
Because, the birth rate of this state

: development, e.g. Punja
: Tamilnadu, Maharast
: Bengal etc.

' stood at 31.4 per 1,000 in 2001 and
 infant mortality rate stood at 79 (as . But, India still has milest
: against only 14 in case of Kerala), :
: which is very high as compared to the
 developed nations of the world. The :
i women literacy rate of this state (in : has 1o accelerate the pace
: 2001) stood at 4.3 as against overall
' literacy rate of 61.0. Table 1 also : educated, skilled, well
: reveals that the state domestic product
' of Rajasthan during 1990-1998 grew

by 4.0 percent

Table | further exhibits that there :

 are striking contrasts in the context of
 human resource development and :
: economic growth in Indian situation : this, the growth process
: and the states have wide variations
: which can be categorised as in the
: following—

(1) Fast rate of economic

growth and slow rate of human |
: resource development,
: Rajasthan.

eg |

(2) Mutually reinforcing |

Orissa, Bihar, :
Uttar Pradesh

éﬁxﬁ%

(4) Higher human resource

: de:velnpmem with relatively lower

below pov eﬂy e defre et f
31.8 .chc a8 s
ergtnl; -2 H-::mwerstalr:

uct of this state grew by

rate of economic growth, e.g. :
Kerala.

: ¢.g. Hariyana.

43 Of, &y, A, sefemm =omdidises-ceT

: dreams and objectives

. participation. This woulg

i labour t‘nrce

7T,

ilndt :
lfsa’einlhcf
ﬁl ent. In fact, the

- growth and rapid human's

detemining forces, the as

: achieved properly and all
: development
(5) Lower human resource :
HUCE ' development with relatively :
cent during the period 1990- : higher rate of economic growth,
i The Human Development
: Report, 2001 has categonised Indiaas
. a medium human development
. country, No doubt that the "Human
 Development Index of India" has risen :
 gradually from0.406in 1975100510 :

in 1990 and stands at 0.58

she can enter the group i B
development countries of
As such, our process of de

resource development SO UN

enthusiastic workforce &
the key factor for exes

planners to bring up
economy to the cate
developed economy. AR

economy should promie 8
growth with greater

making heavy investme:

social secor, viz, he
education so that 3&

onflict between rapid ee

development, because
them are mutually rein§

a balance between theset

objectives of growth,
democracy etc. will

efforts
programmes will rem
incomplete for ever... +e
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